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 JOINT PRESS RELEASE ON REVITALISATION MEASURES AT BOAT QUAY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT, UPPER CIRCULAR ROAD AREA AND CLARKE QUAY 

CONSERVATION AREA 
 
 

 The Government has reviewed the feedback from precinct stakeholders on the 

vibrancy of the Boat Quay precinct and neighbouring areas as part of its regular engagement 

with industry stakeholders, and will implement a series of revitalisation measures in these 

areas.    

 

Background  

 

2. Since December 2009, the Singapore Police Force (SPF), Singapore Tourism Board 

(STB) and Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA) have introduced various measures in the 

Boat Quay Historic District and Upper Circular Road area to address law and order concerns 

so that these areas remain safe and attractive to locals and overseas visitors.1 The law-and-

order situation at Boat Quay has remained stable over the last few years. 

 

3. In line with ongoing efforts to enhance vibrancy and provide opportunities for 

businesses in the city centre, the Government will implement the following initiatives at the 

Boat Quay Historic District and neighbouring areas on a one-year pilot, with effect from 18 

August 2025: 

 

New Change of Use Applications for Bars, Pubs and Nightclubs at Boat Quay Historic District   

 

4. Applicants may submit proposals for new bars, pubs and nightclubs along the Boat 

Quay Waterfront, Circular Road, Lorong Telok and Canton Street, where Singapore River One 

(SRO)2 will assist with security patrols. Approved proposals for new nightlife uses in the 

applicable areas as mentioned above may be granted Temporary Permission for up to three 

years during the pilot.  

 

 
1 The restrictions are: (i) limiting new planning permissions for bars, pubs and nightclubs while allowing 
existing establishments to continue operating; and (ii) limiting liquor trading hours to 3 a.m. (on the 
following day) on Sundays and weekdays and 4 a.m. (on the following day) on Saturdays and eve of 
Public Holidays.  
 
2 Singapore River One is a private sector-led partnership formed in 2012 to carry out placemaking for 
the Singapore River precinct through various activities in the areas of Boat Quay, Clarke Quay and 
Robertson Quay. The organisation is participating in URA’s pilot Business Improvement District 
programme, an initiative that supports collective efforts by precinct stakeholders to create vibrant 
districts around Singapore. 

https://www.singapore-river.sg/about-us/
https://www.ura.gov.sg/Corporate/Get-Involved/Shape-A-Distinctive-City/Placemaking-and-Partnership/Business-Improvement-District
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Extended Liquor Trading Hours at Boat Quay Historic District, Upper Circular Road Area and 

Clarke Quay Conservation Area 

 

5. SPF will consider applications from liquor licensees with relevant planning 

permissions3 in Boat Quay Historic District, Upper Circular Road area as well as the Clarke 

Quay Conservation Area to extend their trading hours to 4 a.m. (on the following day) on 

Thursday and Friday nights. This is on top of the existing liquor trading hours of up till 3 a.m. 

(on the following day) on Sundays and weekdays, and 4 a.m. (on the following day) on 

Saturdays and eve of Public Holidays. 

 

6. Please refer to the location map in the Annex for the areas mentioned in the above 

paragraphs.  

 

Resumption of Road Closures at Circular Road  

  

7. The Car-Free Zone initiative was first implemented in 2013 as part of efforts to enliven 

our public spaces and enhance the vibrancy of the area. Agencies will facilitate SRO’s 

proposal to resume the regular closure of Circular Road in the evenings of Friday and Saturday 

as well as eve of public holidays for events and pedestrian-friendly activities. 

 

Security Measures to Ensure Law and Order 

  

8. Even as the Government relaxes its regulatory stance at these areas, the safety and 

security of those visiting these areas remains a priority. The Government will work with local 

stakeholders to ensure that they take more responsibility for the law-and-order situation there, 

including stepping up private security deployments and infrastructural security measures. The 

respective agencies will also work with local stakeholders to ensure responsible management 

of the nightlife spaces and public areas at these locations.   

 

Conclusion 

 

9. This initiative is part of the Government's wider efforts, led by the Inter-Ministerial 

Committee on Pro-Enterprise Rules Review, to review regulations and reduce compliance 

burdens for businesses.  

 

10. The Government will continue to work with industry stakeholders to facilitate a vibrant 

nightlife that Singaporeans can be proud of, and visitors can enjoy, without compromising on 

safety and security.  

 
 
MINISTRY OF TRADE & INDUSTRY 

MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

 

 

7 AUGUST 2025 

 
3 Police will only consider applications for extended liquor trading hours from premises with the following 
planning permissions from URA: restaurant-hybrid use such as “Restaurant and Bar”, pubs, bars and 
nightclubs. 
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+++ 

 

For media queries, please contact: 

 

 

MTI 

Ang Shao Jun 

Assistant Director, Communications and Engagement Division 
Email: ang_shao_jun@mti.gov.sg 

 
 
MND 

Vithiya Vivaukandan 

Senior Assistant Director, Strategic Comms  

Email: vithiya_vivaukandan@mnd.gov.sg 

 
 
MHA 
Amanda Seah 

Senior Manager (Media Relations) 
Email: amanda_seah@mha.gov.sg 
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Annex – Location Map 

 

 

 
 

 


